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Proverbs 5:8 Remove thy way FAR FROM her, and COME NOT NIGH the door of her house: 

The words "come not nigh" are powerful. Obedience to these words determine, in a nutshell, whether you are fighting your battles GOD'S WAY, or whether you are fighting them by leaning to your own understanding. One Christian strives to avoid adultery. He preaches that adultery is evil. Yet, he does not preach against going near the house of the adulteress. To him, such preaching is legalism. My initial response to this mentality is one statement: 

IF THIS IS TRUE, THEN WE ARE PRESENTLY IN THE GREATEST REVIVAL OF HOLINESS AND CHRISTIAN UNDERSTANDING IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND! 

In street preaching in Ft. Worth on Friday's, I speak to J.W.'s, Church of Christ, non-denom's, Southern Baptists, Assembly of God, Catholic, agnostics, Episcopalian, etc. You name it, and we preach to them. I have learned one thing. It does not matter what church, denomination, cult, or group we speak to, they ALL AGREE ON THE FOLLOWING, BASIC IDEAS: 

1. Everybody sins, so this means we can go watch whatever blasphemy and sin on the screen we choose, and since Jesus drank wine, we will visit whatever bar we choose. 
2. What is a carnal Christian? Everyone has their own idea. So I will not fear God, but will continue to flirt with sin and watch whatever I want to on the screen. 
3. You should not preach against sin on the street. This does not work. It is not loving. You must take the unbeliever to see Spider Man (or to a bar) and build a relationship with him. 
4. Yes I have been drinking, but he that is without sin let him cast the first stone. 
5. You should not judge me. My preacher went to see this movie. You should not judge me. My dad is the preacher of so and so Baptist church. You should not judge me. I am a deacon of so and so Baptist church. 
6. We are going into this movie because Jesus witnessed to sinners. And what is wrong with the way I am dressed? My father is the pastor of so and so Baptist church. 

Six is the number of a man. I repeat: If the above ideas are true, WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF THE GREATEST REVIVAL IN HISTORY. I will not use this present article to specifically counter each of these ideas in detail. I will do this at another time. However, I will state that if the above ideas are false, and they are, then WE ARE IN THE MIDST OF THE GREATEST FALLING AWAY AND SATANIC DECEPTION IN THE HISTORY OF MANKIND. 

I often encounter those that ask what church we represent. Of course, their point is that THEY also go to church and are committed and involved, but THEY would never stand on a sidewalk and preach salvation to sinners or the Judgment Seat of Christ to "Christian bar and movie hoppers." However, some are very sincere, and they are perplexed at the fact that THEIR pastor goes to see worldly movies, and he does not preach against worldly dress. THEIR pastor does not teach that it is wrong to go with your unbelieving friends to see Spider Man. THEIR pastor does not teach that a little beer and whiskey with the boys on the weekend is a sin. Didn't Jesus drink a good deal of wine while reclining with SINNERS? Wasn't He the LIFE of a drunken wedding party? 

When I believe they are sincere and seeking, I usually begin to answer these questions by explaining the difference between what a true fundamentalist believes in regard to Christian living, and what the rest of the Christian crowd believes. The following is a summary of how I answer these inquirers. 

Make Not Provision For The Flesh 

Romans 13:14 But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and MAKE NOT PROVISION for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. 

In general, the main difference between how a fundamentalist approaches Christian living and how other Christians approach it, is that the fundamentalist believes he should strive to not only avoid sin, but in order to accomplish this, he must strive to avoid all that makes PROVISION for it. The Bible teaches us that we are to do more than simply fight. We are to fight in the proper MANNER. We have a certain armour which we must wear. We have certain weapons which we must use. 

For example, one piece of our armour is the BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (Ephesians 6:14). Practical obedience, or righteousness to the Lord is actually a crucial piece of protective armour that leads to greater obedience: 

Proverbs 11:5 The RIGHTEOUSNESS of the perfect shall direct his way: but the wicked shall fall by his own wickedness. 
6 The RIGHTEOUSNESS of the upright shall deliver them: but transgressors shall be taken in their own naughtiness. 

Proverbs 21:21 He that followeth after RIGHTEOUSNESS and mercy findeth life, RIGHTEOUSNESS, and honour. 

For example, he that obeys the command in 2 Corinthians 6 to "be ye separate" is protected from corrupting influences that would spoil, not only holy desires, but also holy MANNERS: 

1 Corinthians 15:33 Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt good manners. 
34 Awake to RIGHTEOUSNESS, and sin not; for some have not the knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame. 

Obviously, this is an area where the Apostle, through the Spirit, believes many Christians are vulnerable to great deception (1 Cor.15:33). It is not very RIGHTEOUS to disobey or ignore the scores and scores of warnings and commands to not only avoid sin, but to avoid FLIRTING with sin. Therefore, the Christian that presumptuously ignores so great a mass of Scriptures and mocks them as "legalistic," "old-fashioned," "no fun,", etc. is casting aside a crucial piece of his spiritual armour. Furthermore, by his example (if not his words) he is also TEACHING others (especially the young and immature) to do the same: 

Matthew 5:19 Whosoever therefore shall break one of these least commandments, AND SHALL TEACH MEN SO, he shall be called the least in the kingdom of heaven: but whosoever shall do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 

Another piece of our armour is TRUTH (Ephesians 6:14), and our weapon is the Sword of the Spirit which is the WORD of God (Ephesians 6:17). How then can a Christian stand in his battles against sin if he will not strive to obey the WHOLE counsel of God? The command to "make not provision for the flesh" is not simply an isolated command (which would be enough in itself). This teaching is manifested throughout the Scriptures. In general, the Christians that are fundamentalists in regard to Christian living are the Christians that strive to obey and teach these Scriptures. They do not ignore them. They APPLY them to our Christian walk TODAY. Think about these Scriptures. They not only warn against open sin, they state that it is sin and folly to make provision for sin. They state that he that walks close to sin and flirts with the world will surely reap consequences: 

Proverbs 23:31 LOOK NOT thou upon the WINE when it is red, when it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itself aright. 
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder. 
33 Thine eyes shall behold strange women, and thine heart shall utter perverse things. 
35 They have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not sick; they have beaten me, and I felt it not: when shall I awake? I WILL SEEK IT YET AGAIN. 


What is the difference between a fundamentalist and those conservative Christians that mock fundamentalism? The fundamentalist believes that he should not only avoid drunkenness, he should avoid anything that might LEAD to this sin. Alcohol is addicting and so destructive and stupefying, that God's holy wisdom teaches us to avoid even LOOKING at it. Presumptuous Christians will not give heed to this warning. Therefore, they have NO CLEAR LINE concerning what is TOO MUCH. Thus, they are easily ensnared; their churches are often filled with people who have been victims of the destructive abuse which alcohol brings to life. 

Proverbs 6:24 To keep thee from the evil woman, from THE FLATTERY of the tongue of a strange woman. 
25 Lust not after her beauty in thine heart; neither let her take thee with her EYELIDS. 
26 For by means of a whorish woman a man is brought to a piece of bread: and the adulteress will hunt for the precious life. 
27 Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned? 
28 Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned? 

Hear we are told that God's commandments (such as don't even make provision for the flesh!) will keep us from falling into sin. These commandments do not simply keep us from adultery. They teach us to avoid her flattery and eyelids! In other words, we must learn how to fight in the BIBLE way. Do more than just strive to resist committing adultery with the evil woman. AVOID ASSOCIATIONS WITH HER IN DANGEROUS SITUATIONS. 

Proverbs 1:15 My son, walk not thou IN THE WAY with them; refrain thy foot from THEIR PATH: 
25 But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 

Many modern Christians think fundamentalism is ridiculous. They mock, scorn and deride it. But the true power is in the Word of God. Call it old-fashioned if you wish; I call it BIBLE: 

Jeremiah 6:16 Thus saith the LORD, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask for the OLD PATHS, where is the good way, and walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your souls. But they said, We will not walk therein. 

Notice some other COMMANDMENTS to not only avoid sin, but avoid things that so readily lead to it: 

1 Thessalonians 5:22 Abstain from ALL APPEARANCE of evil. 

Proverbs 4:14 Enter not into the path of the wicked, and go not in the way of evil men. 
15 Avoid it, PASS NOT BY IT, turn from it, and pass away. 

Where are you going Christian, in the name of Jesus? Why do you walk that way, down this path? What movie or bar will you enter that will not grieve the Holy Ghost? Does "Jesus Christ" as a cuss word not offend you? Will you behold the seductive nakedness of women in the name of Christ? Will you enjoy violence and gore (for entertainment) in the name of your Lord?: 

Colossians 3:17 And WHATSOEVER ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by him. 

If David would not set a wicked thing before his eyes, why do you, upon whom the end of the world is come, think it is proper to do so?: 

Psalms 101:3 I will set NO wicked thing before mine eyes: I hate the work of them that turn aside; it shall not cleave to me. 
4 A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person. 

We do not claim that a person is saved in eternity through keeping any commandments. We are discussing Christian LIVING, not salvation in eternity. We are not talking about living a holy life by the means of our own power and strength. We are discussing whether or not it is the will of Jesus Christ for a Christian, saved in eternity, bought by the blood, with the gracious power of the Holy Ghost available, to FLIRT WITH SIN? 

We go further. To behold naked flesh in a seductive setting is not flirting with sin. It IS sin. 

But let us continue our examination of the Scriptures which speak against even making provision for the flesh: 

Proverbs 4:23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put FAR FROM thee. 
25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight before thee. 
26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established. 
27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil. 

Proverbs 5:8 Remove thy way FAR from her, and come not nigh the door of her house: 

Bringing her into your living room and beholding her face, lips and body with close up shots for an hour and a half is not removing thy way FAR from her. We need more Christians that will hug the mountain; yet, instead, we have so many trying to see how close they can get to the edge of the cliff! 

Proverbs 7:6 For at the window of my house I looked through my casement, 
7 And beheld among the SIMPLE ONES, I discerned among the youths, a young man VOID OF UNDERSTANDING, 
8 Passing through the street NEAR HER CORNER; and he went the WAY TO HER HOUSE, 
9 In the twilight, in the evening, in the black and dark night: 
10 And, behold, there met him a woman with the attire of an harlot, and subtil of heart. 
11 (She is loud and stubborn; her feet abide not in her house: 
21 With her much fair speech she caused him to yield, with the flattering of her lips she forced him. 

O foolish Christians! Don't write me or ask me for counseling about your struggles with pornography unless you intend on obeying the Lord in the Bible. If an Internet blocker is not keeping you from looking at obscene pictures on your computer, then HEAR THE WILL OF THE LORD: THROW YOUR COMPUTER IN THE TRASH. I don't care if you use your computer to make money. LIVE OFF THE WEEDS IN YOUR YARD. You will be healthier: 

Matthew 5:29 And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. 

Before plucking out your eye, you might try PLUCKING OUT YOUR COMPUTER. Why not disconnect your computer from the Internet? Throw your TV out. 

I am sick of flimsy fundamentalism. IF WE AS PREACHERS ARE GOING TO PREACH AGAINST ADULTERY, FORNICATION, ETC. THEN WE EITHER NEED TO PREACH HOW GOD COMMANDS US TO AVOID THESE THINGS, AND APPLY THESE PRINCIPLES TO OUR AGE, OR WE NEED TO SHUT UP ABOUT SIN, ALTOGETHER. 

Proverbs 7:25 Let not thine heart decline to her ways, go not astray in her paths. 
26 For she hath cast down many wounded: yea, many strong men have been slain by her. 
27 Her HOUSE is the way to HELL, going down to the chambers of death. 

It is her HOUSE, not her SELF. Why? Because even STRONG CHRISTIANS will often delude themselves and flirt with her HOUSE, thinking they can resist the SIN. But the HOUSE is provision for the SIN. 

In conclusion, "living by grace" does not mean that we are permitted to indulge in "corrupt communications" and set wicked things before our eyes. It means we should use our salvation, and the gracious power of the Spirit, and our freedom from the Mosaic Law to DENY WORLDY LUSTS, not pay money to indulge in them: 

Romans 6:1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that GRACE may abound? 

Jude 1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the GRACE of our God into lasciviousness... 

Titus 2:11 For the GRACE OF GOD that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, 
12 TEACHING US that, DENYING ungodliness and WORLDY LUSTS, we should live SOBERLY, righteously, and godly, in this present world; 
















